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environment,   have   each   acquired   specific
characteristics of doctrine.    Such divergence
will, however, have been held in check, first,
by the carefully preserved unity in the canoni-
cal literature, secondly, by the great work of
Buddhaghosa, whose " Way of Purity " (soon
to become accessible to English readers) and
commentaries,  have  served  as  a   causeway
of   orthodoxy;    thirdly,   by   the   practice,
similar to that which obtained among our-
selves in the Middle Ages even more than now,
of Buddhist students internationalizing their
resorts of learning.    As Latin was our lingua
franca among travelling scholars, so has Pali
ever been theirs.    Pali is still the language ia
which most Abhidhamma books are written..
And a better acquaintance, I repeat,  with
those books, old and new, will reveal such
variation,   due   to   race   and   environment,
as these checks have not sufficed to prevent.
No doubt, on the other hand, a tradition
which has lived so long immune from shocks
and   strains   from without, let   alone   from
serious schisms from within, is scarcely one
that can be expected to evolve and expand
in adequate response to the progressive birth-
throes of the human mind.    Its long slumber
as to any further missionizing efforts of its
own, its long immunity from contact with alien
thought, must involve it in some experiences
of Rip van Winkle's, when the sleeper comes
forth.    We shall expect to find, side by side
with   those   great   traits   that   made   early